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CONTRIBUTION TO THE GEOGRAPHY 



CENTRAL KOORDISTAN. 



'Aintab, Turkey, August 20, 1849. 

Dear Sir, 

The accompanying map of a portion of Koordistan is 
forwarded to the Society, with the hope that, though a small, 
it may not be an uninteresting contribution to the geogra- 
phy of that part of Asiatic Turkey. Its value, when com- 
pared with the maps of other travellers, must depend upon 
its comparative accuracy; and as I feel no disposition to 
judge my own production, permit me to state briefly the 
manner in which it was constructed, and to add such farther 
evidence as seems to prove its approximation to the truth. 

The tour during which this map was made, was performed 
by me, in company with Eev. Thomas Laurie, as a mis- 
sionary of the American Board to the Mountain Nesto- 
rians, in August and September, 1844. Considering the 
longitude and latitude of Mosul as sufficiently settled, I 
commenced my survey, and my map, from that city as a 
starting point. Having men and mules at our own disposal, 
we travelled only in the morning and evening, and I em- 
ployed the middle of each day in plotting the ground gone 
over during the previous twenty-four hours. The direction 
of each course was taken with an accurate pocket-compass, 
and the distance travelled was measured with a watch, each 
hour of time being reckoned at three miles. Each course 
was then laid down upon a sheet of three miles to an inch, 
and immediately after our return to Mosul, the whole was 
reviewed, and reduced to the size now forwarded. The 
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accompanying map has been prepared from the one thus 
made, by placing upon it a thin sheet of paper, and tracing 
the lines with a pen and ink. If any errors have been 
made, therefore, they were made at the time of the survey, 
and it may be well to state a few precautions which were 
taken, to guard against them. 

As the route passed over was for the most part exceed- 
ingly mountainous, and the steeps often very difficult of 
ascent and descent, an allowance for these was suggested in 
the margin of my notes, at the end of each such course ; 
and by counting and measuring the steps of our animals on 
level and hilly, rocky and smooth road, an attempt was 
made to reduce all to the standard of level travelling. The 
direction of the individual courses was verified by back- 
ward observations from every elevated point; all short 
courses, except when my animal was restless, being taken 
without dismounting, but all long ones, as well as the obser- 
vations of verification, with the compass resting upon some 
elevated object, and with every corresponding care. It was 
not deemed that these or any other precautions, in such cir- 
cumstances, would form a perfectly accurate map, but with- 
out them, it was plain that even an approximation to truth 
could not be hoped for. 

By comparing the map thus made with that of Dr. Ains- 
worth, published at London in 1841, in the Journal of the 
Royal Geographical Society, it will be seen that, though we 
both left Mosul with the country of the Mountain Nestori- 
ans (Chaldeans) in view, as the special object of our visits, 
we have made it to differ in latitude more than the whole 
distance which he has removed it from our starting point. 
Were this difference smaller, or the distance travelled great- 
er, it might be difficult to ascertain who was most in error ; 
but in a diversity of more than half a degree of latitude, 
there seems space sufficient to find somewhat to put either 
or both of us, as tourists, in the wrong. The following 
statements, it is hoped, will serve to guide the reader to a 
truthful comparison of our results ; and to make them more 
intelligible, I have annexed to my map a small chart of the 
whole country lying between Van, Jesire, Zacho, Mosul, 
and Oroomiah, and placed upon it the situations assigned to 
the places presently to be mentioned, by Dr. Ainsworth, 
(marked A,) and myself, (marked S.) 
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In going from Mosul to Ashitha, (Ashitah,) our route was 
direct, and our course nearly due North. We were thirty- 
four and three-fourth hours in performing the journey, our 
road the first eight hours being fine, and almost perfectly 
level, and the remaining twenty-six hours and three-quar- 
ters, one-third of it at least being such as might be called 
good road for travelling on horseback. Is it conceivable 
that we should have made only 35' of latitude, as laid down 
in the map of the Eoyal Geographical Society? Or, to 
take a stronger case of the same kind, we were seven hours 
in going to Ashitha from a point directly East of Koomroo 
Kala, (Kalah Kumri,) whereas, according to Dr. Ainsworth, 
the distance cannot be more than two or three miles. 

Again, at Julamerk (Julamerik) we were told, by good 
authority, that a foot messenger could go to Tan, although 
through a mountainous region, in three days ; and to Mosul 
by way of Jesire, the road being mostly level, in five days. 
According to Dr. Ainsworth, Julamerk is much nearer to 
Mosul than to Van, and one would sooner think of going 
from Julamerk to Jesire by the way of Mosul, than from 
Julamerk to Mosul by the way of Jesire. 

Farther, (calling in other travellers to aid us in our com- 
parison,) Dr. Wright, missionary of the American Board 
at Oroomiah, in describing a tour through Koordistan^ in 
1846, says that his route was nearly direct north-westward, 
until arriving at Kermi, a village North-East of Julamerk, 
Under the date of August 24, 1846, in reply to a question 
as to the comparative latitude of Julamerk and Oroomiah, 
he says, " As to the latitude of Julamerk, I can only conjec- 
ture, as we had no instruments with us to make observa- 
tions. My opinion is, and Mr. Breath's" (his companion in 
the tour) u agrees with mine, that Julamerk is farther North 
than Oroomiah, say ten or twenty miles, if not more." 

Still farther, after leaving the church of Mar Georga, Dr. 
W r right pursued a westerly course about two hours, to the 
head waters of the Khabor, down which he went south* 
westward five and a half hours. Some seven hours farther 
on, part of the time going eastward even, he reached a 
castle of the Artooshai Koords.* Afterwards, leaving the 

* The reader will observe that this location of the Artooshai Koords ac- 
cords nearly "with the range of mountains bearing that name, as laid down 
on my map. Concerning this range, I would here add, that from the Zab 
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Khabor, lie went West and South-West, and after a twenty- 
four hours' ride reached Dergulle, which is a Koordish town 
(according to Dr. Grant, who passed between the places 
June 13, 1843,) eighteen miles North-East of Jesire. 

Finally, it gives me no little pleasure to refer to an un- 
published work of the late Dr. Grant, as affording the best 
authority upon the question under examination. As the 
tour and publication of Dr. Ainsworth followed close upon 
those of Grant in 1840-1, the latter felt greatly interested, 
in his three subsequent tours, to verify or disprove the 
accuracy of his former map. In the work now referred to, 
entitled by him, Life in Koordistan, I find the following 
statement under the date of August 16, 1842. He was then 
going to Ashitha from the pasture grounds of the Melek of 
Chumba, North of Malota, in company with Mar Shimon, 
the Nestorian Patriarch. He says, "After crossing the 
brook called by Ainsworth the river of Itha, we rode four 
hours to the top of a mountain commanding a most ex- 
tended Anew. From here we saw Zaclio, which by compass 
lay directly West-South- West;" and he adds, "this was 
afterwards verified by counter observation." These two 
observations of Dr. Grant seem to prove the inaccuracy of the 
map of the Eoyal Geographical Society ; for the compass used 
by Dr. Grant was exceedingly delicate, having a line needle 
some three inches in length ; and as it was applied to both 
ends of the course, no variation conceivable can account 
for the difference between the direction West- South- West, 
and that of West by North, as it is laid down by Dr. 
Ainsworth. 

Between Dr. Grant and Dr. Ainsworth, there is another 
important geographical question at issue, which it seems 
desirable to settle. We refer to the large stream laid down 
by Dr. Ainsworth under the name of the Little Zab. Is 
there any such branch of the Zab extending fifty or sixty 
miles to the North, in the direction of Yan? From the 
smallness of the mouth of the stream alledged to have this 
remote origin, I might doubt as to the allegation ; but happily 
the question can be settled without having resort to mere 



westward it is exceedingly well marked, being as it were a vast tide rising 
above the broken, irregular waves of mountains on both sides of it. Its 
course was therefore carefully noted as we crossed one of its peaks. 
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conjecture. Dr. Wright, having traversed the country be- 
tween the Zab and the Khabor, in the precise region in- 
volved in the question, is a witness whose testimony cannot 
be set aside. In the note dated August 24, 1846, referred 
to above, Dr. Wright thus speaks, " The only river to the 
West of the church of Mar George, is the Khabor, — a 
range of mountains intervening. Just East of the church 
is a small stream, a branch of the Zab." Upon such au- 
thority, there can be no hesitation in striking out the Little 
Zab of Dr. Ainsworth, and in laying down the Khabor in 
accordance with its position on the map published by Dr. 
Grant, in the spring of 1841. This I have done upon the 
small chart, and I have added the Hazil branch of the Kha- 
bor, which is a river so large as to be crossed with rafts, 
about nine hours from Jesire, or three-fourths of the dis- 
tance from Jesire to Zacho. The river Yan, six hours from 
Jesire, I have also laid down, although much smaller than 
the Hazil, as its name seems to import a distant source near 
the city of that name, and indeed I was informed that its 
origin is as thus indicated. 

Among other objects of our tour, an important one was to 
ascertain, by approximation, the population of the Mountain 
Nestorian districts. For this purpose I counted, as accu- 
rately as practicable, the houses in every village which we 
visited, and in other cases I sought to arrive, by inquiries, 
as near to the true number as possible. In the following 
list of the villages of Tiyary, the numbers unmarked are 
actual counts, those marked with an interrogation are the 
estimates of Dr. Grant, and those marked with two interro- 
gations are estimates derived directly from natives. When 
Dr. Ainsworth's spelling differs from mine, I have added it 
in brackets. Eumpta and Kalayatha are clusters, the first, 
of ten villages, and the other, of seven. Berawola was given 
me as the name of several villages, so distinct as to be sepa- 
rated by ranges of hills ; but as I could obtain no other 
name for either of them, I have included all in one. 

Ashitha (Ashitah), . . .300? Bizizu, 12?? 

Bedyalatha, 14 Chumba, 20 

Bemeriga, 15 Chumba-ber-Hai, 4 

Berawola, 89 Ohumba d' Besusina, . . 2 

Besusina, 18 Chumba d' Hatha, 14 



68 

Chumba d' Isku, 4 Malota (Malotah), 15 

Chumba d' Karora, ... 3 Mar Sawa, 1 

Chumba d' Koordhaya, 7 MathaKusra, 50 

Cliumba d' Tissu, . 5 Merga, 60? 

Chumba d' Waltwai, . . 3 Min y anish (Miniyani), 80 ? 

Chumba Smoka, 4 Musra, 2 

Cliumba Tena, ....... 4 Oriatha, 12?? 

Chummiktha, 5 Eawola d' Nai, 12 

Dadush, 30? ? Eoma Smoka, 4 

Derawa d' Walto, .... 19 Kumpta, 91 ? ? 

Ishik Nahra, 9?? Salaberka, 160? 

Kalayatlia (Kala Atha), 36?? Serspidho (Teraspino), 62 

Khan Dadush, 3 Shurt, , 15 ? ? 

Koo(Kiyau), 20?? Siyadhor, 12 

Legippa, , , 20? ? Zawitha (Zawitah), ... 60? 

Lizan, 200 ? Zerawa, 6?? 

Mabua, 20? 



Total of houses in Tiyary, . . , 1522 

In estimating the population of the Mountain Nestorian 
districts from the number of houses, it is necessary to make 
a liberal allowance of individuals to each, probably not less 
than ten. Supposing, then, that some villages may have 
been omitted in the above estimate of Tiyary, we are war- 
ranted in setting down its population as at least fifteen thou- 
sand. From independent inquiries made of several intelli- 
gent Nestorians, both at Mosul and in the Mountains, the 
Patriarch himself being one of the number, and with the 
help also of Dr. Grant's Life in Koordistan, I made out, in 
1844, an estimate similar to the above, of all the ISTestorian 
tribes, and the result convinced me that the whole Christian 
population of Koordistan, belonging to this sect, at the 
commencement of the difficulties in 1843, did not exceed, 
nor in any way vary much from fifty thousand souls. It is 
to be hoped that the reduction of this country by the Turks, 
now nearly if not entirely realized, will remove the barriers 
which have heretofore excluded this people from inter- 
course with the Christian world, and that the missionaries 
at Oroomiah will hereafter be able to fill up the blank, yet 
existing, in our knowledge of one of the most ancient and 
interesting of Christian sects. 



